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Colin is an Emeritus Professor of local politics at the Department of Politics 
and Public Policy, De Montfort University and a Visiting Professor at the 
University of Ghent. His academic interests are central-local relationships and 
the constitutional status of local government, devolution, localism, local party 
politics, local political leadership and the changing role of the councillor.  
 
Colin has worked closely with policy-makers and practitioners in central and 
local government. He was an academic advisor to the Political and the 
Constitutional Reform Committee and the Communities and Local 
Government Committee on its inquiry into the role of the councillor and he is 
currently the academic advisor to two All Party Parliamentary Groups.  He is a 
member of the Council of Europe’s group of experts on the Charter of Local 
Self Government.  
 
He has published widely in academic journals and his latest book is entitled: 
In Defence of Councillors, published by Manchester University Press.  
 
Colin was the editor Local Government Studies 2001 to 2013 and also served 
as a councillor on a London Borough council, a county and a district council 
and three parish councils.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


